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Chapter 1:
Fear vs. Hope

GEOLOGY OF FEAR (DeCauter, 2004)

• Demographic fear > shortage of drinking water, 
threats to biodiversity, global warming, aggression, 
migrations, poverty etc... 

• Dromophobia – fear of acceleration > dependence on 
IT

• Economic fear > dualisation of society, uncertainty
• Xenophobia > alienation, unsafety, disintegration
• Political fear - agoraphobia > violence, aggression, 

vandalism, decay
• Fear of terrorism 

Ecology of fear vs. ecology of hope

Generational gap > responsibilities to those who inherit 
our world?



Chapter 2:
Future Design

• Praxis of creating futurability through designing 
social systems (Saijo, 2019)

• Transcendability > ability to transcend immediate 
circumstances and overcome fears > project into the 
future > develop abstract solutions for survival and 
welfare 

• Futurability > experiencing an increased personal 
happiness after deciding/acting to forego current benefits 
while enriching future generations

• Present generation vs. future generation > 
consequences of present-day actions/inactions



Chapter 3:
Circularity

• Integrated approach > long-term ecological 
balance, innovation, social equity

• Construction industry > resource efficiency, 
waste reduction, sustainable building practices:

> innovative/adaptable/green building designs
> material reuse and recycling
> modular components

• Urban space > resource-conscious and climate-
resilient solutions > future-proof projects



Chapter 4:
Application
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1.THROUGH THE LENSES OF SUSTAINABILITY > present 
condition 

• insight > conflicts > fears/hopes 
• contextual analysis > focus on the resources of circularity 

and nature based practices 
• SWOT 

2. CONCEPT OF SUSTAINABLE TRANSFORMATION > 
FUTURE DESIGN METHOD & CIRCULARITY

• contemporary practice - examples
• development aims and objectives > workshop and 

conceptual models
• social/environmental/technological adjustments > level and 

phases of transformation concept elaboration - activities, 
spaces, networks 

• anticipated sustainability level and implementation phases 

3. SPATIAL RESPONSE - urban and architectural design



LOCAL CONFLICTS:

• OLD VS. NEW (space, society)

• FLOWS (cars, pedestrians, 

bicycles)

• REGULATION
• MAINTENANCE (public/private 

space)

ANALYSIS - aspects:

• Circularity and/or NBS

• Level of mediation/conflict 

solving

• Community involvement

• Approach - formal/informal

• Application of local practices

• Level of sustainability 

(permanent/temporary solution)

• Scale/impact of community 

empowerment

Chapter 4:
Application - examples



BRISTOL, Bristol City Council, 2001/2006 

• residential streets > living spaces with 
reduced  traffic

• formal approach with community 
engagement

• circularity, NBS

Testing ground for wider national strategy

DRACHTEN, 2001
concept by Hans Monderman

• living street, social space
• removal of all hard safety barriers
• ambiguity  of traffic 

flows/movement
• greater sense of uncertainty >  

reduced speed, increased level of 
risk compensation



Chapter 4:
Application - Examples

FREIBURG/VAUBAN, since 1970s/1990s 

• sustainable construction
• alternative building re-use 
• eco-responsible traffic
• community-led housing
• formal/informal approach 

BERLIN, Nomadisch Grün, 
since 2009

• controlled conflict
• informal approach > partially 

formalised 
• community 

involvement/empowerment
• local practices > urban 

agriculture, DIY, reuse
• circularity and NBS



Chapter 4:
Application - FUTURE DESIGN WORKSHOP

TEAM  >  PRESENT and FUTURE (2050)

1. TEAM’S INSIGHT INTO CONTEXTUAL PAST > changes of 

space and society

2. PRESENT AND FUTURE GROUP > identifying measures for 

achieving the vision 2050:

• urban planning/design

• facility development/maintenance 

• aging population

• enterprises

• urban farming/gardening 

• tourism

• environmental management

• transportation

• health

3. PRIORITISING/RANKING OF MEASURES by each group

4. NEGOTIATION/CONSENSUS between present and future groups

(Hara et al., 2019)



Chapter 4:
Application - FUTURE DESIGN WORKSHOP

TEAM  >  PRESENT and FUTURE (2050)

1. Present-generation > present-day 
issues

• Detected problems
• Unmet needs
• Life improvements
• Improvement of physical facilities and 

existing institutions
• Linear thinking

2. Imaginary future-generation groups > 
more creative, emphasised 
environmental concepts

• 2050 values and lifestyles
• Future societal, physical and technological 

changes
• Use of local resources 
• Changeable institutions 
• Holistic and integrated approach



Chapter 4:
Application - conceptual models

(RE)USED/(RE)USABLE MATERIALS 

MODULARITY 

ADAPTABILITY



GREEN DESIGN :)

TRADITIONAL/
LOCAL 

MATERIALS





Chapter 5:
Toward the solution

CONCEPT

• Life cycle approach to buildings 
and public spaces

• Utilising the potential of 
construction waste flows

• Local/bio-based materials
• Circular design/Regenerative 

design vs. current 
practice/limitations of circularity

SPATIAL SOLUTION > SOCIETAL 
CHANGE 

• Architecture and urban design > 
promoting social 
integration/interaction, 
community awareness

• Developing new 
models/typologies (material 
flows and spatial design)

• Transition of mindset > long-term 
thinking



Thank you!


