
News about participation at the EURA 2026 Conference 

One of our Working Group 4 members (Innovation through creative and circular 
technologies), Jovana Stefanovic, Junior Research Assistant at the University of 
Belgrade – Faculty of Architecture,`participated in the prestigious annual conference 
of the European Urban Research Association (EURA 2026: Rethinking the 
ungovernable)  held at the Università Iuav di Venezia. 

At the conference, Jovana presented a paper titled "The Adaptive Reuse of Fear: 
Transforming Civil Protective Structures into Contemporary Urban Hubs through 
Circular and Creative Practices," which she co-authored with Prof. Dr. Aleksandra 
Stupar (University of Belgrade, Faculty of Architecture). The presentation took place 
on Friday, June 19th, 2026, within the Risk and Hazard Management track, 
specifically under session 5.4, Adaptive frontiers: multi-hazard, conflict and the reuse 
of risk landscapes. The session was chaired by Vittore Negretto and Mattia Bertin. 

This participation fostered deep academic engagement, particularly with colleagues 
from Kyiv, Helsinki, and Prague, who are working on related themes of urban 
resilience, adaptive frontiers, and the structural sustainability of cities. 

This valuable experience was supported by the Young Researcher and Innovator 
Conference Grant through the COST Action CA23117 (CIRCUL'ARTS). Such 
support is of immense importance for early-career researchers, as it significantly 
enhances their academic visibility  and enables them to actively participate in the 
most significant international events in their field of research. 
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Abstract 

Observing global dynamics, the contemporary urban life is characterized by a 
persistent undercurrent of fear and anxiety. This tension has been intensified in 
recent decades by ecological, political, and economic crises, which have emerged as 
central societal challenges. Accelerated mobility, changing political landscapes, 
disaster resilience, rapid demographic and climate change, all further complicate 
urban life contributing to a pervasive sense of uncertainty. In response to these 
challenges, civil protective structures were designed to safeguard the population and 
maintain operational readiness against a broad spectrum of potential hazards.  

In recent years, during the non-crisis conditions, the spaces once emblematic of fear 
are increasingly being transformed into urban hubs, accommodating extensive 
recreational, cultural, and even commercial facilities. Previously used for emergency 
purposes only, these spaces have now become vibrant meeting points and an 
integral part of everyday city life. Some of them are subject to municipal regulations 
mandating rapid reconversion to shelter use within 72 hours, whereas others 
facilitate informal, community-driven cultural initiatives operating independently of 
institutional oversight. By highlighting this evolving phenomenon, the paper aims to 
explore the potential of civil protective structures (including subterranean sites, 
shelters, and bunkers) to be transformed into vibrant urban hubs that actively 
contribute to more sustainable, inclusive, and resilient urban environments, with 
minimal spatial interventions. 

The methodology consists of a multiple case study examining successful adaptive 
reuse examples of civil protective structures in European cities, including, but not 
limited to, Belgrade, Sofia, Berlin, and Helsinki. The cases are selected according to 
the presence of low-tech, creative, and circular strategies that facilitate the 
reactivation of these spaces with minimal intervention. Further analysis includes a 
critical review and focuses on identifying, examining, and correlating the primary 
protective function of these structures with the types of ongoing activities, the current 
users of the spaces, and usage patterns. The goal of the paper is to identify 
recurring patterns, key conditions, and strategies that support the adaptive reuse of 
civil protective structures, examining how these spaces evolve from emergency 
shelters into multifunctional centers that thrive as the hubs of social and cultural 
interaction. 
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